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Water Storage Investment Program 

Regulations: Articles and Major Sections 
 

• Article 1 – Authority, Purpose and Definitions 
 
• Article 2 – Application Process 

 
• Article 3 – Evaluation Criteria and Methodology 

 
• Article 4 – Initial Eligibility Determination Process 

 
• Article 5 – General Provisions 
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Regulations: Articles and Major Sections 
 

• Article 2 – Application Process 
 

• Application Submittal 
 

• Requirements for Quantification of Benefits 
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Evaluation Criteria and Methodology  
for Decision-Making   



Water Storage Investment Program 

Evaluation Criteria and Methodology 

• Completeness 
 
• Basic Eligibility 
 
• Secondary Eligibility 
 
 
• Technical Review 

Pass/Fail 

Score/Rank 
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Evaluation Criteria and Methodology 

• Completeness 
 

Basic Information: Project description, location, contact information; 

Resolution; 

Funding request and cost information; 

Schedule; 

Environmental documentation; 

Urban water supplier or agricultural water supplier requirements, if applicable; 

Groundwater requirements, if applicable; 

Draft operations plan; 
Description of ecosystem priorities and accompanying data sheets; 
Economic tables, Modeling outputs; 
Permits list, status and schedule; 
Draft feasibility study  
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Evaluation Criteria and Methodology 

 Basic Eligibility 
◦Meets Water Code section 79712 or 79759 
◦Meets Water Code section 79751 
◦Cost share < 50% or project costs 
◦ Ecosystem Benefits > 50% of total public benefits 
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Evaluation Criteria and Methodology 
 Secondary Eligibility 
◦Does not adversely affect Wild and Scenic Rivers Acts 
◦Project improves the operations of the state water 
system 

◦Project is cost effective 
◦Project advances long-term objectives of restoring 
ecological health & improves water management for 
beneficial uses of Delta 

◦Project provides measurable improvements to Delta 
ecosystem or tributaries 
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Evaluation Criteria – Technical Review  
Evaluation Criteria  Rationale  

Return on Public Investment  “Projects shall be selected…based on the expected return for public 
investment…” (Section 79750 (c)) 

Relative Environmental Value  “Regulations shall include the priorities and relative environmental value of 
ecosystem…and water quality benefits…” (Section 79754) 

Water System Improvement  The Commission shall fund “… projects that improve the operation of the 
state water system…” (Section 79750 (b)) 

Implementation Risk  “… for public benefits associated with water storage projects that … are cost 
effective…” (Section 79750 (b)) 
“The commission has found and determined that the project is feasible…” 
(Section 79755 (B)) 

Benefit Resiliency and  
Non-Monetized Benefits 

… and will advance the long-term objectives of restoring ecological health 
and improving water management for beneficial uses of the Delta(Section 
79754 (5) (B) 
Not all public benefits could be monetized 
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Return on Public Investment  
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Relative Environmental Value  



Water Storage Investment Program 

Water System Improvement  
Water Supply Reliability  

    Average  Water Deliveries (TAF/Year) 

    Dry and Critical Years Average Water Deliveries (TAF/Year) 

Water System Flexibility 
    Average End of May Storage (TAF) 
 

    Average End of September Storage (TAF) 
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Implementation Risk 
 Implementation risk is based on project feasibility 

 
◦ Technical 
 

◦ Financial 
 

◦Economic 
 

◦Environmental 
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Resiliency & Non-Monetized Benefits 
• Resiliency 
Future project conditions and 

adaptive management actions 
Adapted operations 
Sources of uncertainty 

 
• Non-monetized benefits 
Benefits that cannot be 

monetized  
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Evaluation Criteria  
 Weighted Scoring 

Relative 
Environmental 

Value  

System 
Improvement  

Implementation 
Risk  

Resiliency & 
Non-Monetized  

Return on 
Public 

Investment  
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Discussion & Public Input 
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