
 

 
 

 

Carol Baker, of Sacramento, was chair of the California Fish and Wildlife Strategic Vision Blue Ribbon Citizen 
Commission in 2011 and an independent water policy consultant at Kaufman Campaign Consultants in 2009. She was 
chief policy consultant for natural resources and environmental protection policy and deputy budget director in the 
California State Assembly Speaker’s Office from 2000 to 2008. Previously, Ms. Baker served as principal budget 
analyst at the California Department of Finance from 1994 to 2000 and from 1985 to 1992, where she was a staff 
budget analyst from 1982 to 1985. She was a deputy director for administration and management at the California 
Department of Housing and Community Development from 1992 to 1994. 

 

Andrew Ball, of San Mateo, is the President of Suffolk Construction’s West Region, a privately-held building 
contractor providing preconstruction, construction management, design-build, and general contracting services. Mr. 
Ball is a Board Member of the Silicon Valley Leadership Group, and involved in industry organizations including the 
San Francisco Center for Economic Development, the Building Industry Conference Board, the San Francisco 
Planning + Urban Development Group, Stanford’s Center for Integrated Facility Engineering, and UC Berkeley’s 
Center for the Built Environment. 

 

Joseph Byrne, Chair, of Los Angeles, is an attorney in the law offices of Best, Best & Krieger, LLP and a member of 
the firm's Environmental & Natural Resources Law, Special Districts, Municipal, and Business Services practice 
groups. Previously, he worked in the California State Assembly from 1998-2002, where he served as counsel and 
chief water and public safety policy consultant to the Speaker of the Assembly. He also serves on the Board of 
Directors of the Tierra del Sol Foundation. 

 

Daniel Curtin, of Sacramento, has served as director for the California Conference of Carpenters since 2001 and 
previously held the same position from 1992 to 1999. From 1999 to 2001, he served as chief deputy director for the 
California Department of Industrial Relations. He serves on the State Compensation Insurance Fund Board of 
Directors, the Economic Development Commission, and the Industrial Welfare Commission. 

 

Joe Del Bosque, Vice-Chair, of Los Banos, is president and chief executive officer of Empresas Del Bosque, Inc., a 
diversified farm in the San Joaquin Valley where he grows cantaloupes, almonds, asparagus, cherries, and organic 
melons. He is a Chair of AgSafe, a nonprofit organization whose mission is the prevention of injuries and fatalities 
among agricultural workers. He is a member of California Farm Bureau, California Latino Water Coalition, and 
Western Growers Association. Previously he served as director of Pacheco Water District and the San Joaquin Valley 
Drainage Authority. 

 

Maria Herrera, of Visalia, has been a community development specialist at Self-Help Enterprises since 2014. She 
was a community advocacy director at the Community Water Center from 2008 to 2014 and an ag-aid inspector at the 
California Department of Food and Agriculture from 2004 to 2007. Herrera is a member of El Quinto Sol de America 
and la Asociación de Genta Unida por el Agua. 

 

David Orth, of Clovis, is principal of David Orth Consulting, which offers strategic planning, program implementation 
and water resource development services with an emphasis on sustainable groundwater management. Orth serves as 
the Executive Officer of North Friant Authority, a joint powers authority formed in August 2015 to collectively managed 
certain activities common among its member agencies. He served as general manager of the Kings River 
Conservation District from 2002 until August of 2015. From 2000 to 2002 he was vice president of resource 
management at California Valley Land Company Inc. and held the director of finance and then general manager 
positions at Westlands Water District from 1986 to 2000. Mr. Orth was deputy treasurer and principal accountant at 
the Fresno County Auditor-Controller and Treasurer’s Office from 1982 to 1986. 

 

Armando Quintero, of San Rafael, is the Executive Director of the University of California, Merced Sierra Nevada 
Research Institute and previously served as the Institute's director of development from 2008 to 2014. He was an 
independent environmental educator from 1998 to 2008 and held multiple positions at the U.S. National Park Service 
from 1977 to 1998, including district ranger and chief of the special park uses group at the Golden Gate National 
Recreation Area. Mr. Quintero is president of the Marin Municipal Water District Board of Directors. 

 

 



 
 

The California Water Commission consists of nine members appointed by the Governor and confirmed by the 
State Senate. Seven members are chosen for their general expertise related to the control, storage, and 
beneficial use of water and two are chosen for their knowledge of the environment. The Commission provides a 
public forum for discussing water issues, advises the Department of Water Resources (DWR), and takes 
appropriate statutory actions to further the development of policies that support integrated and sustainable water 
resource management and a healthy environment. Statutory duties include advising DWR’s director, approving 
rules and regulations, and monitoring and reporting on the construction and operation of the State Water Project. 
For more information visit: www.cwc.ca.gov 

Some of the Commission’s recent activities and achievements are highlighted below: 

Departmental Activities and Regulations 

• Adopted final regulations for Agricultural Water Measurement and exclusion of Industrial Process 
Water from gross urban water use, supporting implementation of SBX7-7, part of the State’s 
legislative water package enacted in 2009.  

• Actively participated in the development and review of California Water Plan Update 2013 process, 
and supported funding and resources for the development of future California Water Plan updates.  

State Water Project (SWP) 

• Urged action to address the serious employee recruitment and retention crisis threatening the safety 
and reliability of the SWP and encouraged the administration to find a solution, leading to a salary 
increase for critical trades and crafts workers. 

Funding  

• Urged passage of the federal Water Resources Development Act in 2013 to preserve critical water 
infrastructure, provide critical flood protection, fund innovation in water management, and protect 
ecosystems and habitat. 

• Advocated for strategic investment in water projects that provide multiple benefits.  
 

Water Storage 
 

• Developed Description and Screening of Potential Tools and Methods to Quantify Public Benefits of 
Water Storage Projects report. 

• Developed draft regulations and guidelines for the Quantification and Management of Public Benefits 
of Water Storage Projects and initiated an informal public review period.  

• Held public workshops and meetings on future water storage in California, and the public benefits of 
water storage projects.  

• Following the passage of Proposition 1, began development of the Water Storage Investment 
Program. Though this program, the Commission will allocate $2.7 Billion to the public benefits of 
water storage projects. 
 

Management and Administration 

• Developed the Commission’s first Strategic Plan, available at: 
https://cwc.ca.gov/Pages/StrategicPlan.aspx  

 

http://www.cwc.ca.gov/
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