
DWR’s Sustainable Groundwater 
Management Implementation 

 

Action Item: Consideration of Groundwater Basin 
Boundary Emergency ​Regulations​ 
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California Water Commission 
October 21, 2015 

Yuba City, CA 



Presentation Overview 
 

• Summary of Emergency Regulations 
Development 
 

• Overview of Proposed Emergency 
Regulations 
 

• Future Steps - Roles and Responsibilities 
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SGMA Milestones 
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http://water.ca.gov/groundwater/sgm/resources.cfm 

GSA 

GSP 
Regs 

Boundary 
Regs 



OAL Regulation Processes 
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 515 Groundwater Basins and Subbasins 
 

 

Applicability 
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 515 Groundwater Basins and Subbasins 
 

 

Applicability 
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Scientific 

Scientific and/or 
Jurisdictional 

Central Valley 

Central Valley 

Subbasin 

Basin 



Communication and Outreach 

DWR’s 
Sustainable 

Groundwater  
Program 

Management 
Team 

State 
Agency 

Partners 

Practitioner 
Advisory 

Panel 

Statewide 
 Public 

Meetings 
Federal 

Agencies and 
Tribal 

Governments 

Associations, 
Foundations & 
Organizations 

One on One 
Agency & 

Organizations 
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Jan-April 

Basin Boundary Regulations 
Development 

Scoping 

• Notify OAL 
 

• Collect Issues from 
Stakeholders 
 

• Coordinate with 
SWRCB & CWC 

Draft 
Framework 

• Public Listening 
Sessions 
 

• Present and 
Receive Input from 
Advisory Groups 
and Public 

Draft 
Emergency 
Regulations 

• Required Public 
Meetings 
 

• Present and 
Receive Input from 
Advisory Groups 
and Public 

Adopt 
Emergency 
Regulations 

• CWC Approval 
 

• Noticing and 
Submittal to OAL 

Input and Feedback from the CWC and SWRCB 

CWC – California Water Commission 
SWRCB – State Water Resources Control Board 
OAL – Office of Administrative Law 8 

April-May July-Sept Oct 



Basin Boundary Regulations 
Development 

Jan Feb May-15 Jun Jul Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec Apr-16 Mar 

3 Public 
Listening 
Sessions 

CWC 
July 15 

Draft Reg. 
Overview 

CWC 
Oct. 21 

Adopt BB 
Regulations 

2015 2016 

Submit BB  
Regs to 

OAL 

CWC  
April 15 

Draft 
Principles 

Regulation 
Deadline 
12/31/15 
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5 Day 
Comment 

Period 

Post Draft 
Regs on 
Website 

3 Required 
Public 

Meetings 

CWC 
Sep. 16 

Summary 
of 

Comments 

CWC 
Aug. 19 

Draft Reg. 
Details 

Comment Period 

DWR 
Accepts Boundary 

Requests 
(3 Months)  

= Advisory Group Meetings 



 515 Basins and Subbasins 

Outreach – Informal Input 
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 Extensive Stakeholders Outreach (Phased) 

 5 – CA Water Commission Briefings 
 

 Phase 1 – Informal Input 



 515 Basins and Subbasins 

Outreach – Informal Input 
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 Extensive Stakeholders Outreach (Phased) 

 5 – CA Water Commission Briefings 
 

 3 –  Public Listening Sessions 
 

 40+ Advisory Group Meetings 

 1. Practitioners Advisory 
Panel 

2. Tribal Advisory Group 
3. Non-Governmental 

Organizations 
4. Association of California 

Water Agencies 
5. Northern California 

Water Association 

6. San Joaquin Tributaries 
Authority 

7. San Luis & Delta Mendota 
Water Authority 

8. Central Coast Area 
9. RCRC & CSAC 
10. Agricultural Community 
11. Tulare Lake Hydrologic 

Group 
 

 Phase 1 – Informal Input 



 49 Day Public Comment Period 
 

 3 Public Meetings – Sacramento, Bakersfield, Santa Ana 
 

Outreach – Formal Input 
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July 17th  49 Day Comment Period Sept. 4th  



July 17th  49 Day Comment Period Sept. 4th  

Summary of Public Comments 
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 38 Comments From a Diverse Group of Stakeholders 
 Tribal Governments 

 

 Regional and Local Governments and Agencies 
 

 Non-Governmental Organizations 
 

 Public Water Systems 

 The Public 

 49 Day Public Comment Period 
 

 3 Public Meetings – Sacramento, Bakersfield, Santa Ana 
 

http://www.water.ca.gov/groundwater/sgm/basin_boundaries.cfm 



Summary of Public Comments 
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 38 Comments From a Diverse Group of Stakeholders 

 49 Day Public Comment Period 
 

 3 Public Meetings – Sacramento, Bakersfield, Santa Ana 
 

July 17th  49 Day Comment Period Sept. 4th  

http://www.water.ca.gov/groundwater/sgm/basin_boundaries.cfm 

 Tribal Governments 
 

 Regional and Local Governments and Agencies 
 

 Non-Governmental Organizations 
 

 Public Water Systems 

 The Public 

 

 



 

Overview of  
Proposed Emergency 

Regulations 
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SGMA Requirements 
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• Emergency Regulations to Establish a Process For Local 
Agencies to Request Changes to Existing Basin Boundaries  
• DWR Shall Adopt by January 1, 2016 
• Instructions to Local Agencies on Submittal of: 

1. Information demonstrating proposed basin can be sustainably managed 
2. Technical information on boundaries and conditions in proposed basin  
3. Consultation with interested local agencies and public water systems in the 

affected basins 
4. Other information DWR deems necessary to justify revision 

 

• Methodology and Criteria on how to assess: 

1. Likelihood proposed basin can be sustainably managed 
2. Whether proposed basin would limit the SGM of adjacent basins 
3. Whether there is a history of SGM of groundwater levels in the proposed basin 

WC §10722.2 
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Bulletin 118 

2003 
1952 

Bulletin 118 
1980 Bulletin 118 

1975 

Local Agency Boundary Modification Requests 
(WC 10722.2 - SGMA Established Process) 

 

DWR’s Existing Authority and Stewardship of Basin Boundaries 
(WC 12924 – Bulletin 118)  

 

Stakeholder Input 
 

Overall Regulatory Approach 

Sustainable 
Groundwater 
Management 
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Basin Boundary Modification Process 

Jan 1st, 2016 
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Basin Boundary Modification Process 

Jan 1st, 2016 
Q1, 2017 



CA Water 
Plan 

B-160 
(2018) 

Future 
Request 
Window 
(if needed) 

CA’s 
Groundwater 

B-118 
(2017) 

Basin 
Prioritization 

Basin 
Prioritization 

2015 2016 2017 2020 

Regulation 
Development 

Initial 
Boundary 
Request 
Window 

(3 months) 

DWR 
Evaluation 

& Draft 
Approval of 
Boundaries 

2018 

20 

2022 

GSA 
6/30/17 

GSP 
1/31/20 

GSP 
1/31/22 

Boundary Modification Opportunities 

• Initial Boundary Modification Request “Window” of 3 
months. 
 

• Future Request “Windows” Linked to  B-118 updates 
or more frequent if needed. 

CA’s 
Groundwater 

B-118 
(2020) 

Future 
Request 

Windows 
(after 2020) 

Draft 
Regs 
(July) 

Final 
Regs 
(Oct.) 

Alt.Plans 
1/1/17 

BB Regs 
1/1/16 

SGMA 
Deadlines 

CWC 
Hear and 
Comment  
(2 Months) 



Basin Boundary Modification Process 

21 Jan 1st, 2016 
Q1, 2017 



Types of Modification 
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• Scientific - Based on Geologic or Hydrologic 
Conditions that Define the Basin 
 

• Jurisdictional - Promote Sustainable 
Groundwater Management.  
 

Article 3 



Types of Modification 
Scientific Jurisdictional 
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Agency C 

Agency A 

Agency B 

Article 3 



Types of Modification 
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Article 3 



Types of Modification 

25 

Article 3 



Types of Modification 
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Article 3 



Types of Modification 

27 

Agency C 

Agency A 

Agency B 

Article 3 



28 Jan 1st, 2016 
Q1, 2017 



29 Jan 1st, 2016 
Q1, 2017 



30 
Q1, 2017 

Jan 1st, 2016 



31 
Q1, 2017 

Jan 1st, 2016 

Summer 
2016 
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Q1, 2017 

Jan 1st, 2016 

Summer 
2016 
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Q1, 2017 

Jan 1st, 2016 

Summer 
2016 
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Q1, 2017 

Jan 1st, 2016 

Summer 
2016 



Technical Assistance and Data Availability 

35 

DWR Basin Boundary Assessment Tool 
https://gis.water.ca.gov/app/bbat/  

 

DWR Basin Boundary Regulation Website 
http://www.water.ca.gov/groundwater/sgm/basin_boundaries.cfm  

 

Clearinghouse for Boundary Modification Information 

https://gis.water.ca.gov/app/bbat/
https://gis.water.ca.gov/app/bbat/
http://www.water.ca.gov/groundwater/sgm/basin_boundaries.cfm
http://www.water.ca.gov/groundwater/sgm/basin_boundaries.cfm


 

• October 21st - Present Proposed Emergency 
Regulations for adoption by CWC. 
 

• October – November – DWR Submits Adopted 
Emergency Regulations to Office of Administrative Law. 
 

• January 1, 2016 – DWR Starts Accepting Boundary 
Modification Requests (3 Month period). 
 

• Sep. 2016* – DWR Approves Draft List of Boundaries 
and Presents to CWC to Hear and Comment. 

• Early 2017* – DWR Approves & Publishes Final Boundaries 
• Future Revisions to Regulations. – Re-adopted by CWC. 

36 

Next Steps - Roles and Responsibilities 

*Estimated – Subject to Change 



Thank You 

37 
37 
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