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Presentation Overview 
 

• Groundwater Basin Boundary Regulations 
 

• Groundwater Sustainability Plan & 
Alternative (GSP/ALT) Regulations 
 

• Groundwater Sustainability Agency (GSA) 
Update 
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SGM Timeline 
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http://water.ca.gov/groundwater/sgm/resources.cfm 

GSA 

GSP 
Regs 

Boundary 
Regs 



 

Groundwater Basin Boundary 
Revision Regulations 
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CA Groundwater Basins 
• Groundwater Basins & Subbasins Are 

Defined in DWR Bulletin 118 Using the 
Best Available Data 
 

• Revisions to Basin Boundaries Have 
Occurred During B-118 Updates   
(Water Code § 12924) 

Bulletin 118 
2003 1952 

5 

Bulletin 118 
1980 

Bulletin 118 
1975 



Groundwater Basins 
 SGMA Definition  

 Groundwater Basin – An alluvial 
aquifer or a stacked series of alluvial 
aquifers with reasonably well-defined 
boundaries in a lateral direction and 
having a definable bottom 

Modified from Faunt, 2009 
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Groundwater Basins & Subbasins 
 SGMA Definition  

 Groundwater Basin – An alluvial 
aquifer or a stacked series of alluvial 
aquifers with reasonably well-defined 
boundaries in a lateral direction and 
having a definable bottom 

 

 Groundwater Subbasin – A subbasin is 
created by dividing a groundwater 
basin into smaller units using geologic 
and hydrologic barriers or institutional 
boundaries 

Modified from Faunt, 2009 

Modified from Faunt, 2009 
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Local Example 

Groundwater Basins & Subbasins 



SGMA Requirements 
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• Emergency Regulations to Establish a Process For Local 
Agencies to Request Revisions to Existing Basin Boundaries  
• DWR Shall Adopt by January 1, 2016 
• Instructions to Local Agencies on Submittal of: 

1. Information demonstrating proposed basin can be sustainably managed 
2. Technical information on boundaries and conditions in proposed basin  
3. Consultation with interested parties in affected basins 
4. Other information DWR deems necessary to justify revision 

 

• Methodology and Criteria on how to assess: 

1. Likelihood proposed basin can be sustainably managed 
2. Whether proposed basin would limit the SGM of adjacent basin 
3. Whether there is a history of SGM of groundwater levels in the proposed basin 



• Phases of Implementation 

Basin Boundary Regulations Process 

Scoping 

• Notify OAL 
 

• Collect Issues from 
Stakeholders 
 

• Coordinate with 
SWRCB & CWC 

Draft 
Framework 

• Public Listening 
Sessions 
 

• Present and 
Receive Input from 
Advisory Groups 
and Public 

Draft 
Emergency 
Regulations 

• Required Public 
Meetings 
 

• Present and 
Receive Input from 
Advisory Groups 
and Public 

Adopt 
Emergency 
Regulations 

• CWC Approval 
 

• Noticing and 
Submittal to OAL 

Input and Feedback from the CWC and SWRCB 

CWC – California Water Commission 
SWRCB – State Water Resources Control Board 
OAL – Office of Administrative Law 10 



Basin Boundary Regulations 
Estimated Timeline 

Jan Feb Mar-15 Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec Apr May Mar Jun-16 

BB Public 
Listening 
Sessions 

CWC 
July 15 

BB Draft Regulations 

CWC 
Oct. 21 

Draft Final BB 
Regulations 

CWC 
Nov.  

Adopt Final BB 
Regulations 

2015 2016 

Submit BB  
Regs to OAL 

BB Required 
Public Meeting 

Comment 
Period 

CWC  
April 15 

BB 
Draft Principles 

BB 
Deadline 

Review and Approval of BB Revisions 
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Summary of Basin Boundary Outreach 

• DWR Received Input on Statewide 
Basin Boundary Issues and 
Challenges  
 

• Presented Draft Framework for 
Boundary Revision Regulations 
 Basin Boundary Regulation Discussion 

Paper 
 http://water.ca.gov/groundwater/sgm/basin_boundaries.cfm 

 

• Enhanced DWR’s Understanding of 
Stakeholder Perspectives  
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Proposed Basin Boundary Goal 
State Policy (SGMA - Water Code § 113, § 10721) 

• Statewide Sustainable Groundwater Management 
 

DWR’s Proposed Goal –  
 

• Groundwater Resources are Sustainably Managed Within 
Existing Groundwater Basin Boundaries Defined by Bulletin 
118-2003 Unless Compelling Reasons, Which are Supported 
by Adequate Technical Information and Broad Agreement, are 
Provided for Alternative Boundaries that Increase the 
Likelihood of Sustainable Management of the Proposed and 
Adjacent Basins 
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• Local Flexibility 

• Coordination 

• Size of Basin & Subbasin 

• Scientific vs. Governance Justification 

• Existing Boundaries 

Summary of Stakeholder Input 
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• Existing Boundaries and GSA Formation 
 

• Local Flexibility with Adequate Justification 
– Broad Agreement and Coordination 
– Technical Information 

 

• Type of Boundary Revisions 
– Minor vs. Major Revisions 
– Basin vs. Subbasin Boundary Revisions 
– Basin Adequately Sized For Sustainable Management 

 

• Timing 

 

Draft Regulation Approach 
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Basin Boundary Regulations 
Estimated Timeline 

Jan Feb Mar-15 Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec Apr May Mar Jun-16 

BB Public 
Listening 
Sessions 

CWC 
July 15 

BB Draft Regulations 

CWC 
Oct. 21 

Draft Final BB 
Regulations 

CWC 
Nov.  

Adopt Final BB 
Regulations 

2015 2016 

Submit BB  
Regs to OAL 

BB Required 
Public Meeting 

Comment 
Period 

CWC  
April 15 

BB 
Draft Principles 

BB 
Deadline 

Review and Approval of BB Revisions 
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Boundary Revision Timeline 

DWR Requirements When a Basin Boundary is revised: 
  
• Evaluation, Approval, and Update of Basin Boundaries 

in Accordance With New Regulations 
 

• California Water Commission Hearing and Comment 
Period (60 Days) 
 

• Basin Prioritization 
 

• Publish in Bulletin 118 (next update - 2017) 
17 



2015 2016 2017 2020 

Basin Boundary 
Regulation 

Process 

Initial 
Boundary 
Revision 
Requests 

(3 months) 

DWR Evaluation & 
Approval of Boundaries 

 
CWC Hearing and 

Comment (2 Months) 
 

2018 
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2022 

GSA 
6/30/17 

GSP 
1/31/20 

GSP 
1/31/22 

Estimated Revision Timeline 
• Initial Boundary Revision Request “Window” of 3 months. 

 
 

• Future Boundary Revision Request “Windows” Linked to  
B-118 updates (Years Ending in 3 and 8). 

CA’s 
Groundwater 

B-118 
(2020) 

CA Water 
Plan 

B-160 
(2018) 

Future 
Boundary 
Revision 
Requests 

(yrs. 3 & 6) 

Draft 
Regs 

(Aug.) 

Final 
Regs 

(Nov.) 

Basin 
Prioritization 

CA’s 
Groundwater 

B-118 
(2017) 

Alt.Plans 
1/1/17 



 

GSP/ALT Regulations 
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DWR 
 

GSA 
 

Board 
 

(Regulate & Assist) 

(Enforce) (Planning & 
Implementation) 



• Phases of Implementation 

GSP/ALT Regulations Process 

Scoping 

• Notify OAL 
 

• Collect Issues from 
Stakeholders 
 

• Coordinate with 
SWRCB & CWC 

Draft 
Framework 

(Topic Based) 
• Public Listening 

Sessions 
 

• Present and 
Receive Input from 
Advisory Groups 
and Public 

Draft 
Emergency 
Regulations 

• Required Public 
Meetings 
 

• Present and 
Receive Input from 
Advisory Groups 
and Public 

Adopt 
Emergency 
Regulations 

• CWC Approval 
 

• Noticing and 
Submittal to OAL 

Input and Feedback from the CWC and SWRCB 

CWC – California Water Commission 
SWRCB – State Water Resources Control Board 
OAL – Office of Administrative Law 20 



Basin Boundary and GSP/ALT Regulations 
Estimated Project Timeline 

Jan Feb Mar-15 Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec Apr May Mar Jun-16 

BB Public 
Listening 
Sessions 

CWC 
July 15 

BB Draft Regulations 

CWC 
Oct. 21 

Draft Final BB 
Regulations 

Periodic GSP Public Listening Sessions  
(Mtgs or Webinars) 

CWC 
Nov.  

Adopt Final BB 
Regulations 

CWC 
Nov.  

GSP Draft 
Regulations 

GSP Required 
Public Meeting 

Comment Period 

CWC 
March 
Draft 

Final GSP 
Regs 

Submit GSP  
Regs to OAL 

2015 2016 

Basin Boundary (BB) Emergency Regulations 

Submit BB  
Regs to OAL 

BB Required 
Public Meeting 

Comment 
Period 

CWC 
April 

Adopt Final 
GSP 

Regulations 

CWC  
April 15 

BB 
Draft Principles 

Groundwater Sustainability Plan (GSP) Emergency Regulations 

BB 
Deadline 

GSP 
Deadline 

Input From Advisory Groups 

Input from SWRCB 

SGM 
Strategic Plan 

Comments 
Due 

Review and Approval of BB Revisions 

Periodic CWC Updates 
GSP/ALT 

Topics Discussions 
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GSP/Alt 
Regs 

Land Use and 
County 

Involvement Pre-SGMA 
Conditions and 

Undesirable 
Results 

Measurable 
Objectives and 

Interim 
Milestones 

Water Budgets 
and 

Coordination 

Boundaries – 
Overlapping 

and 
Unmanaged 

Areas Intra Basin 
Coordination 
Agreements 

Alternative 
Submittal 

State Agency 
Coordination 

Data Collection, 
Mgt., and 
Reporting 

Adaptive Mgt. 
and Focus 

Areas 

GSP/Alt Reg - Issue Topics 

3rd Batch 
(Aug-Sep) 

1st Batch 
(Jun-Jul) 

2nd Batch 
(Jul–Aug) 

All 10 
Topics 

(May-Jun) 

Phase 1 – 
Scoping 

(Collecting 
Issues and 

Challenges) 

Phase 2 – 
Draft 

Framework  
 (Present 

and Receive 
Input from 
Advisory 

Groups and 
Public) 

DRAFT 
Schedule 

All Dates are 
Tentative 22 



 

Groundwater Sustainability 
Agency Formation 
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“A central feature of these bills is the 
recognition that groundwater 
management in California is best 
accomplished locally."  
 Governor Jerry Brown 



GSA Notifications 
• DWR Posts GSA Notices on 

Website Within 15 Days of Receipt 
 

• DWR Website Has a Searchable 
Table of GSAs and Will Have an 
Interactive Map 

http://water.ca.gov/groundwater/sgm/gsa.cfm 
 

11 GSA Notifications 
• 13 basins or subbasins 
• 5 counties 
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SGMA Facilitation Support Services 

• Offered to Aid Local Agencies with GSA Formation 
 

• Applications Will be Evaluated on a Continuous Basis 
and Levels of Support Will Vary Based on Need 
 

• Services Offered: 
– Stakeholder Identification and Stakeholder Assessments 
– Meeting Facilitation and Public Outreach 
– Governance Assessment, Liaison, and Mediation 

 

• More Information:  
– http://water.ca.gov/irwm/partnership/facilitation_services.cfm  
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• DWR Sustainable Groundwater Management (SGM) 
http://www.water.ca.gov/groundwater/sgm/index.cfm 

• Subscribe to DWR SGM Email List 
 http://www.water.ca.gov/groundwater/sgm/subscribe.cfm 

• DWR Basin Boundary Regulation Website 
http://www.water.ca.gov/groundwater/sgm/basin_boundaries.cfm 

• DWR GSA Website 
http://www.water.ca.gov/groundwater/sgm/gsa.cfm 

• DWR Water Management Planning Tool 
https://gis.water.ca.gov/app/boundaries/ 

Thank You 

Questions or Comments  
sgmps@water.ca.gov 
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