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Presentation Overview

* |Introduction: California Water Foundation

e QOverview: Groundwater in Context
Problems

* CWF Groundwater Findings &
Recommendations

* Moving Forward
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California Water Foundation

Our mission is to advance a sustainable & resilient
water future for cities, farms and the environment.
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California Water Foundation

Achieving sustainable water management through:
1. Advancing Policy Initiatives
2. Targeted Regional Investments
3. Building a Strong Field
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Current Policy Initiatives -

Creating stable funding for
sustainable water

management, providing of water, energy, and
tools for local agencies, land-use

and acting to get more
water in our basins

Sustainable
Water
Future
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Targeted Regional Investments

Demonstrating sustainability of cities, farms, and the
environment through regional examples:

Making Los Helping the Kings Restoring the
River Basin remain environment of
a highly productive the Lower San
farming region for Joaquin River

decades to come Basin

Angeles a resilient
city of the future
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Groundwater in Context

e 40% of supply in an average year; 60% in dry
e Critical part of integrated management
e Flexible source for storage and use

e Several decades of increasing use
— Reduction in surface supplies
— Hardening of demand

* Increasing landowner conflicts
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Change in Groundwater Storage for
the Central Valley
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Problems with Overdraft

* Subsidence threatens infrastructure

* Reduced water for species and habitats
* Reduced surface supplies

* Increased drilling/pumping costs

* Impacts water quality

* [ncreased costs for taxpayers, business,
farmers
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CWF Groundwater Policy Efforts

e Brown Administration Request (Feb)
— Diverse stakeholder Steering Committee
— Multiple Interest Group meetings
— Individual stakeholder discussions
— State Administration and Legislative discussions

e Recommendations & Report (May)

e Policy bills — Legislative process (June-
September)
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CWF Report Findings

 Groundwater is essential to reliability.
 Current groundwater trends are not sustainable.

e Groundwater is linked to surface water and the
environment.

 Groundwater is most effectively managed at a local
level.

* Local groundwater managers require better tools.

e Protection of private property and water rights is
Imperative.
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Findings (cont.)

e State technical and financial assistance and
“backstop” are essential

 Groundwater is an important source of drinking
water.

* Correcting the problem will take time.
 Funding is needed.

e Access to information is important.

e Comprehensive legislation is necessary.
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CWF Report Recommendations

1. Adopt a definition of sustainable groundwater
management

2. Develop a prioritized statewide program
covering all subbasins

3. Establish local groundwater management
entities

4. Provide local entities with sufficient
groundwater management authorities
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CWF Report Recommendations
(cont.)

5. Require local sustainable groundwater
management plans with 20 yr targets and
milestones

6. Establish a clear and coordinated state role for
assistance, oversight, and enforcement

7. Provide funding for groundwater management
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State Role- Multiple levels

e Technical & financial assistance — DWR

e Oversight and compliance — DWR and SWRCB
e Enforcement — SWRCB

e Regulatory relief —= SWRCB in coordination
with DWR
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Data Components Used in Prioritizing Basins

1. The population overlying the basin
2. The rate of current and projected growth of the L
population overlying the basin /
3. The number of public supply wells that draw
from the basin
4. The total number of wells that draw from the basin
S. The irrigated acreage overlying the basin
6. The degree to which persons overlying the basin
rely on groundwater as their primary source of water
7. Any documented impacts on the groundwater within
the basin, including overdraft, subsidence, saline
intrusion, and other water quality degradation
8. Any other information determined to be relevant by DWR
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Prioritized groundwater basins are depicted from the DWR Draft Statewide
CASGEM Groundwater Basin Prioritization (December 2013) graphically
recreated using the DWR Bulletin 118 basin boundaries.
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Proposed Groundwater Management

Framework

Within 2 Years

of Legislation LGME Formation

Motification

Review/Audit

> SWRCB & DWR

New Statutory
Authorities

Plan Preparation

Within 4-5 Years
of Legislation

Prepare Groundwater
Management Plan

L

5 Years

Milestones

and Compliance
Targets

State Assistance

* Technical
* Financial

Notification

—— DWR & SWRCB

Implementation

n

Milestone Review

Review/Audit

~ 20 Years
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& Enforcement
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Groundwater Sustainability




Challenging Issues

* Protection of property rights

e Groundwater management and surface water
supplies

* |nclusiveness and transparency
e Water management and land use coordination

* Prevention vs. reaction (tipping point)
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Moving Forward

 Two policy bills — efforts to
coordinate and merge (SB
1168 & AB 1739)

e Statewide critical issue

e Must avoid the slow moving
disaster

WATER SYSTEM INTERCONNECTIVITY

* Now is the time R . T

reatment Plant
J

Wetlands Habitat

Wastewater
Municipal

Groundwater
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