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Background  
December 20, 2013 the Public Draft of “Safeguarding California: Reducing Climate Risk” was released by 
the California Natural Resources Agency. The plan is an update to the 2009 California Climate 
Adaptation Strategy. The Safeguarding California Plan outlines necessary actions to prepare California 
for the impacts of climate change.  
 
Key actions in the plan include planning and building a more flexible power grid, modernizing water 
delivery systems, and making each region more self-reliant. The plan provides recommendations for 
nine sectors: agriculture, biodiversity and habitat, emergency management, energy, forestry, ocean and 
coastal ecosystems and resources, public health, transportation, and water. It also includes seven broad 
strategies that can be realistically implemented across sectors. Those strategies are: 

• All core functions of government must make the risks Californians face from a changing climate 
an integral part of their activities.  

• Provide risk reduction measures for California’s most vulnerable populations.  

• Identify significant and sustainable funding sources for investments that reduce climate risks, 
human loss, and disaster spending.  

• Support continued climate research and data tools to inform policy and risk reduction activities.  

• Maximize returns on investments by prioritizing projects that produce multiple benefits and 
promote sustainable stewardship of California’s resources.  

• Prioritize climate risk communication, education, and outreach efforts to build understanding 
among all Californians.  

• Promote collaborative and iterative processes for crafting and refining climate risk management 
strategies.  
 

The water section of the Safeguarding California Plan outlines risks to California’s water resources, 
actions taken to date and success stories, and steps needed to prepare for climate risks to California 
water resources. The key risks identified include changes to precipitation and runoff, increased 
hydrologic variability and extreme events, and changing water demand and other climate stressors. The 
plan highlights water use efficiency, reducing flood risk, and preparing for climate change. 
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The plan also contains 11 specific actions to help address climate risks to California water resources: 

• Better understand the climate risks to California water and develop tools to support efforts to 
prepare for climate risks  

• Vigorously prepare California for flooding  

• Support regional groundwater management for drought resiliency  

• Diversify local supplies and increase water use efficiency  

• Reduce Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta climate change vulnerability  

• Prepare California for hotter and drier conditions and improve water storage capacity  

• Address water-related impacts of climate change on vulnerable and disadvantaged populations 
and cultural resources  

• Continue to mainstream climate considerations into water management 

• Utilize low impact development and other methods in State and regional stormwater permits to 
restore the natural hydrograph  

• Require closer collaboration and coordination of land use and water planning activities to 
ensure that each reinforces sustainable development that is resilient to climate changes  

• Protect and restore water resources for important ecosystems 
 
The report recommends keeping the volume of urban water use in 2030 at that same level as the 
current 20x2020 target, reducing the drought vulnerability of small water systems, and promoting 
better understanding of California’s groundwater and potential risks associated with climate change.  
 
Ann Chan, California Natural Resources Agency Deputy Secretary for Climate Change and Energy, will 
brief the Commission on the Safeguarding California Plan and its recommendations.  
 
 Attachment 
Safeguarding California Plan - Draft  
 
 
 
Contact  
Sue Sims 
Executive Officer 
California Water Commission 
(916) 653-5544 

http://resources.ca.gov/climate_adaptation/docs/Safeguarding_California_Public_Draft_Dec-10.pdf

