
1 

San Joaquin River Exchange Contractors Water 
Authority 

California Water Commission 

November 20, 2013 



2 

 
Background of the 

Exchange Contractors  
 

 The SJRECWA is a Joint Powers Authority that 
was formed in 1992, its members include: 
 Central California Irrigation District (145,000 ac) 
 Columbia Canal Company (16,000 ac) 
 Firebaugh Canal Water District( 22,000 ac) 
 San Luis Canal Company (47,000 ac) 

 Pre-1914 and Riparian Rights on the San Joaquin 
and Kings Rivers dating back to late 1870’s 

 Irrigate approximately 240,000 ac in 4-counties 
 840,000 acre feet – Normal Year,  650,000 acre 

feet - Critical Year 
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Third Parties 
 

 The Exchange Contractors were not part of the 
litigation or settlement. 

 We are described as “Third Parties” along with 
the SLDMWA, the San Joaquin River Tributaries 
and the San Joaquin River Resource Management 
Coalition.  

 Our protections are contained the San Joaquin 
River Settlement Act (P.L. 111-11).   
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Goals  
 

 Settling Parties Goals – Water Management 
& Restoration 

 
 Exchange Contractors Goals – To NOT 

have unmitigated negative impacts to our 
landowners, water users, water rights or 
diversion facilities.   
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Update  
 

 Our main points : 
 Protection of our Senior water rights, contracts, ability to divert 

water, and existing diversion facilities on the San Joaquin River. 
 Settlement Act Sec: 10004(d)(f)(g)(h)(j) 

 Protection for the lands adjacent to the San Joaquin River 
through mitigation measures for seepage impacts and levee 
stability. 
 Settlement Act Sec: 10004(d)(h) 

 Protection of existing flood control facilities and operations. 
 Settlement Act Sec: 10009(f) 
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Update  
 

 Our main points : 
 Safe harbor from Endangered Species Act due to the 

implementation of the Settlement and the Act (PL 111-11) 
 Settlement Act Sec: 10011 

 Infrastructure projects that are called for in the settlement and 
the enabling legislation must have adequate, timely and reliable 
funding.  
 Settlement Act Sec: 10009 

Funding is where the SJRRP and reality 
diverge 
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CONTACT INFORMATION: 

Steve Chedester 
San Joaquin River Exchange Contractors  

Water Authority 
 
 

541 H Street/P.O. Box 2115 
Los Banos, CA  93635 

(209) 827-8616 
Email:  schedester@sjrecwa.net 

Website:  www.sjrecwa.net 
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