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California —
WATER COMMISSION

Action Item: Support of Federal Appropriations for National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration Climate Change Research

Background

The California Water Commission has historically made recommendations for federal appropriations on
matters of interest to California water management. In March 2012, the Commission sent a letter to the
Appropriations Committees of Congress supporting funding for National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA) climate and weather programs in the Fiscal Year (FY) 2013 appropriations bill
that are important for water supply and flood management in California.

For many years Department of Water Resources (DWR) staff has been working with several universities
and NOAA on projects including climate and weather programs. Understanding and adapting to climate
change is a high priority for California. Additionally, operating water supply and flood control projects
requires use of federally developed climate and weather data and information products. NOAA is the
primary federal agency responsible for weather and climate science and research and the collection,
analysis, and dissemination of weather and climate information. In FY 2012, the President’s Budget
Request had proposed a budget-neutral reorganization of NOAA climate programs that the Congress
rejected, and substantial cuts were made to climate and weather programs. In its March 2012 letter to
the Appropriations Committees of Congress, the Commission expressed its support to restore funding
for important climate and weather programs in NOAA’s budget, including programs of particular
importance to DWR.

The Hydrometeorological Testbed program (HMT) is one of DWR's highest priorities within NOAA’s
Office of Atmospheric Research (OAR). The program has been working in California since the mid-2000s
to develop and install a 21*" century hydrometeorological instrumentation network for forecasting
severe storms and extreme precipitation. DWR has funded $10 million in state instrumentation as part
of the program, and the California Energy Commission is contributing funding toward the atmospheric
research. Based on the success of the California project, NOAA researchers and the Western States
Water Council (WSWC) have prepared a strategy document to expand this observing system to other
Western states, an expansion that would include offshore monitoring valuable to California.
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The House and Senate appropriations subcommittees have completed their mark-ups of the FY 13
Commerce appropriations bill. It is expected that NOAA will be operating under a continuing resolution
during the early part of the coming fiscal year, as conference on the mark-ups is not expected to occur
until after the November elections. Based on recent past history with the federal budget process, it is
possible that the continuing resolution could be extended for most, if not all, of FY 13. The executive
branch is now internally reprogramming funds among various programs under OAR in expectation of a
long-lasting continuing resolution. In its earlier letters to the appropriations committees, the
Commission had supported an increase of $7.7 million over the President’s FY 13 budget for HMT.
Action on the proposed increase must await the outcome of the conference process, but it is important
in the interim to preserve HMT’s existing base funding of $2 million and to avoid its redirection to cover
other cuts in NOAA’s budget.

DWR staff is thus recommending that the Commission send an additional letter of support for
maintenance of the existing $2 million in base funding that is within the executive branch’s discretion.
The letter would be sent to the NOAA Assistant Administrator responsible for OAR. Attached is a draft
letter for the Commission’s review.

Attachments

Draft Commission Letter to the Administration in support of NOAA funding
Letter from Jerry Brown to the Office of Management and Budget

March 28, 2012 Letter to the Congress in support of NOAA funding

WSWC brochure on Western Observing System for Extreme Precipitation
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Sue Sims

Executive Officer

California Water Commission
Phone: (916) 653-5544



