
Proposed Drilling near State Highway 160 

 

OVERVIEW: 

Several geotechnical activities are proposed on private property located off of, and with access 
from, State Highway 160.  The California Water Commission requested the Department of 
Water Resources (DWR) to review these proposed drilling locations to determine if drilling can 
be conducted within the Department of Transportation’s (DOT) highway right of way. 
 
RESEARCH RESULTS: 
 
Alternative 1:  Perform geotechnical activities within  DOT’s right of way along Highway 160 
 
Performing geotechnical activities will require a temporary construction area of approximately 
10, 000 square feet per drill site.  The right of way along Highway 160 extends two to three feet 
beyond the guard rail on the Sacramento River side and extends into the slope or to the first 
bank of telephone lines on the landside.  DWR conducted site visits of the Highway 160 parcels 
and determined there is insufficient space on the Sacramento River side for either drilling or 
staging of equipment.  On the landside the slope is too steep to safely perform geotechnical 
activities.  The attached series of photographs were taken in September 2011 near the 
approximate access for each parcel off of Highway 160.   
 
Alternative 2:  Perform geotechnical activities on the surface of Highway 160 
 
Highway 160 is located within the jurisdiction of DOT’s District 3 Office.  DWR contacted DOT 
and was informed that an Encroachment Permit (EP) is required for any work conducted within 
the right of way.  The processing time for such a permit is approximately three to six weeks per 
drill site.  The EP needs to include all the pertinent information about the geotechnical activity 
as well as traffic plans to re-route traffic or close down the highway.  Highway 160 is the 
primary north-south thoroughfare in the southern portion of Sacramento County along the 
Sacramento River.  As such, hours for conducting drilling need to be non-business hours 
(meaning night/early morning hours).  Re-routing traffic cannot be safely accomplished along 
the Sacramento River side of the highway.  Even if the highway is closed, DWR will need to 
secure property rights from private property owners due to mandatory emergency access.   
 
DWR has concluded that drilling within the DOT right of way along Highway 160 is not feasible 
due to safety concerns, lack of space, and the inability to collect the necessary geological data.   
DWR has determined that all geologic factors cannot be adequately addressed from drilling on 
a levee road adjacent to the Sacramento River, such as Highway 160.  In addition, DWR believes 
acquiring property rights for traffic detours will be more intrusive than the currently proposed 
geotechnical activities.  Furthermore, the costs to conduct the activities will escalate and the 
duration of geotechnical activities will increase due to the restricted hours to conduct the 
activities.   
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Drilling Parcels adjacent to Highway 160 
Determination of possible Highway 160 drilling sites 

 
Figure 1 

 
Figure 2 

 
Figure 3 

 
Figure 4 

DCAP-110 119-0230-009 Resolution NO: 2011-21 and DCAP 111 119-0230-011  Resolution No. 2011-22 
HWY 160 North view -  Figures 1, 2 and 3; South view Figure 4 

Conclusion: No available temporary construction site qualifying for drilling activities. 
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Figure 5 

 
Figure 6 

DCAP – 113  119-0230-085  Resolution No. 2011-09 
HWY 160 South View Figures 5 and 6 

Conclusion: No available temporary construction site qualifying for drilling activities. 

 
Figure 7 

 
Figure 8 

DCAP-119  119-0230-042   Resolution No. 2011-24 
HWY 160 North view Figures 7 & 8 

Conclusion: No available temporary construction site qualifying for drilling activities. 
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Figure 9 

 
Figure 10 

 
Figure 11 

 
Figure 12 

DCAP-222   119-0230-044   Resolution No. 2011-13 
HWY-160 South View; Figures 9, 10, 11 and 12 

Conclusion: No available temporary construction site qualifying for drilling activities. 
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Figure 13 

 
Figure 14 

 
Figure 15 

 
Figure 16 

DCAP-223 132-0010-002 Resolution No: 2011-14 
HWY-160 South View; Figures 13, 14, and 16; Figure 15 looks east down onto the property from their access driveway 

Conclusion: No available temporary construction site qualifying for drilling activities. 
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Figure 17 

 
Figure 18 

DCAP-225  132-0010-005   Resolution No. 2011-30 
HWY-160 North  View; Figures 17 and 18 

Conclusion: No available temporary construction site qualifying for drilling activities. 

 
Figure 19 

 
Figure 20 

DCAP-154   132-0120-081    Resolution No. 2011-25 
HWY-160 North View; Figures 19 and 20 

Conclusion: No available temporary construction site qualifying for drilling activities. 
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Figure 21  

Figure 22 

 
Figure 23  

Figure 24 
DCAP-155 132-0120-095  Resolution No. 2011-26 

HWY-160 North  View; Figures 21, 22, 23 and 24 
Conclusion: No available temporary construction site qualifying for drilling activities 
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Figure 25 

 
Figure 26 

 
Figure 27 

 
Figure 28 

DCAP-600  132-0200-032  Resolution No. 2011-18 
HWY-160 South View; Figures 25, 26, 27 and 28 

Conclusion: No available temporary construction site qualifying for drilling activities 
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Figure 29 

 
Figure 30 

DCAP-282  146-0090-018  Resolution No. 2011-27 
HWY-160 South View; Figures 29 and 30 

Conclusion: No available temporary construction site qualifying for drilling activities 
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Figure 31 

 
Figure 32 

 
Figure 33 

 
Figure 34 

DCAP-191  146-0060-008  Resolution No. 2011-28 
HWY-160 View east into Owner’s driveway; Figures 32, 34 North view; Figure 33: South view 

Conclusion: No available temporary construction site qualifying for drilling activities 
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