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BILL NUMBER

SUBJECT / DESCRIPTION
WATER / DWR PROGRAM AREAS

AB 359 (Huffman D)

In Senate. Not yet
referred to policy
committee.

Groundwater Management Plans

Existing law authorizes local agencies that provide water service to adopt groundwater management plans and to hold hearings prior to adopting the
plan and to publish a specified notice before each of these hearings. This bill would require the local agency to provide a copy of the proposed
groundwater management plan to the public and provide specified notices of the hearings. The bill would require DWR to post on its Internet web site
the information the department possesses regarding the local agencies that have jurisdiction to develop groundwater management plans.

AB 685 (Eng D)

In Senate. Not yet
referred to policy
committee.

State Water Policy
This bill would declare, as a State policy, that every human being has the right to clean, affordable, and accessible water for drinking, cooking and
sanitary purposes.

AB 849 (Gatto D)
In Senate. Not yet
referred to policy
committee.

Water Use Efficiency
Would further efforts to increase water reuse and recycling by repealing the authority of a local government to adopt a building standard that would
prohibit the use of graywater.

AB 1152 (Chesbro D)
Referred to Senate
natural Resources &
Water Committee

Groundwater
Makes changes to SB X7 6 (Steinberg) of the 2009 Special Session on Water, concerning responsibilities of agencies in the reporting and monitoring of
groundwater basin elevations.

SB 224 (Pavley D)

In Assembly Business &
Professions Committee
6/14.

Public Contracts: Department of Water Resources

Existing law provides that all contracts entered into by any state agency for goods, services or other specified activities are void unless and until
approved by the Department of General Services. That law exempts certain transactions and contracts from that law, as specified. This bill would also
exempt from that law specified contracts entered into bv the Department of Water Resources.

SB 263 (Pavley D)

In Assembly. Not yet
referred to policy
committee.

Groundwater: Well Reports: Public Availability

Existing law requires a person who drills a water well, cathodic protection well, or a monitoring well, or abandons or destroys a well to file a report of
completion with the Department of Water Resources. Existing law prohibits those reports from being made available to the public, except under certain
circumstances. This bill would instead reauire DWR to make such reports available to the public.
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SB 846 (Berryhill R) California Water Plan: Water Data
Referred to Assembly Existing law requires the Department of Water Resources to update (every 5 years) the plan for the orderly and coordinated control, protection,

Water, Parks & Wildlife ~conservation, development, and use of the water resources of the state, which is known as The California Water Plan. This bill would additionally require
Committee the department to include in the plan an assessment of the state’s water data system and would prescribe requirements relating to the contents and
conduct of the assessment.

SB 834 (Wolk D) Integrated Regional Water Management Plans: Contents
Referred to Assembly Would require an IRWM Plan to include information relating to the manner in which it complies with the 2009 state policy to reduce reliance on the
Water, Parks & Wildlife Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta for water supply.

Committee
SPECIES / HABITAT / ENVIRONMENT
AB 320 (Hill D) Environmental quality: California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA): determination: dispute

CEQA requires a lead agency to prepare an environmental impact report on a project that may have a significant effect on the environment, or to adopt
a negative declaration if it finds that the project will not have that effect. CEQA requires a lead agency to file a notice containing specified information
with the Office of Planning Research or the county clerk. CEQA provides a procedure by which a party may challenge the decision of the public agency
and requires that a petitioner or plaintiff name, as a real party in interest, a recipient of the approval being challenged. This bill would require the public
agency, in its notice of determination or notice of exemption, to list the recipient(s) of its approval in said notice. The bill would then require that a

Referred to Senate
Environmental Quality
and Judiciary

Committees. petition or complaint be subject to dismissal if a petitioner or plaintiff fails to serve the recipient listed in that notice within the statute of limitations
period.
SB 215 (Huff R) Invasive aquatic species: mussels
Existing law prohibits a person from possessing, importing, transporting or planting dreissenid mussels in the state, and authorizes the Director of Fish
In Assembly. Not yet and Game to engage in various enforcement activities. Existing law provides that a person who violates these provisions is subject to administrative
referred to policy penalty, in an amount not to exceed $1,000. Existing law exempts certain entities from enforcement activities, or from civil or criminal liability, under
committee. prescribed circumstances. These provisions are repealed on January 1, 2012. This bill would extend the effective life of this law through 2016.

WATER CONSERVATION

AB 275 (Solorio D) Rainwater Capture Act of 2011

Under existing law, the State Water Resources Control Board (state board) and the California regional water quality control boards prescribe waste
discharge requirements for the discharge of stormwater in accordance with the national pollutant discharge elimination system (NPDES) permit program
and the Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control Act. Existing law authorizes a city, county, or special district to develop, jointly or individually, stormwater
resource plans that meet certain standards. This bill would enact the Rainwater Capture Act of 2011, which would authorize landowners to install,
maintain, and operate rain barrel systems and rainwater capture systems.

Referred to Senate
Natural Resources &
Water, as well as Senate
Environmental Quality
Committees
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ADMINISTRATIVE / LABOR / EMPLOYMENT

AB 149 (Lara D) Civil service: personal services contracts

Existing law establishes standards for the use of personal services contracts. Any state agency proposing to execute a contract pursuant to these
In Senate. Not yet standards is required to notify the State Personnel Board of its intention. This bill would authorize, if the State Personnel Board either prohibits a
referred to policy proposed contract from being executed or nullifies an executed contract based on the reviews described above, the department or agency submitting
committee. the contract to create and fill a limited-term civil service position for each employee position requested in the submitted contract, provided that the

positions are approved by specified Legislative Committee.

AB 328 (Smyth R) Inverse condemnation: comparative fault
Existing law prohibits the taking of private property without the payment of just compensation and permits a person to maintain an action in inverse
condemnation for the purpose of obtaining compensation for a taking and applies the doctrine of comparative fault for the purpose of apportioning
Referred to Senate responsibility and reducing damages to the extent a plaintiff is found partially at fault. This bill would apply the doctrine of comparative fault to inverse
Judiciary Committee condemnation actions and would require a court or arbitrator to reduce the compensation paid to a plaintiff in an inverse condemnation proceeding, in
direct proportion to the percentage of fault in the damaging of property that constitutes a taking.

SB 235 (Negrete McLeod Water and Flood Districts: Reorganization of Governing Boards

D)

Referred to Assembly This bill allows WCDs with seven-members boards of directors to decrease the number of directors to five members
Local Government

Committee

SB 252 (Vargas D) Public contracts: personal services

This bill would enact the Government Oversight and Fiscal Accountability Review Act of 2011 and would require a state agency that enters into a
privatization contract to report to DGS regarding those contracts, and would require DGS to make these reports available for public inspection. The
California Constitution provides that the civil service includes every officer and employee of the state. The California courts have interpreted the
California Constitution as generally restricting the contracting out of state activities or tasks to the private sector, if those activities or tasks may be
adequately and competently performed by state employees. Existing law codifies certain exceptions, and authorizes the state to enter into personal
services contracts when specified conditions are met.

In Assembly. Not yet
referred to policy
committee
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2-YEAR BILLS

SB 34 (Simitian D)

Water infrastructure projects: fees

This bill would enact the California Water Resources Investment Act of 2011 to finance a water resources investment program. To finance the program,
the bill would impose on each retail water supplier in the state an annual charge, to be collected by the State Board of Equalization, based on the volume
of water provided in its service area that is provided for nonagricultural uses and an annual charge based on each acre of land within its service area that
is irrigated for agricultural purposes.

SB 571 (Wolk D)

California Water Commission: California Water Plan: Water Resources Investment

Existing law requires DWR to update every 5 years the plan for the orderly and coordinated control, protection, conservation, development, and use of
the water resources of the state, which is known as the California Water Plan. This bill would require DWR to prepare, but the California Water
Commission to review and adopt the Water Plan. Additionally, the bill would enact the Water Resources Investment Planning Act, and would declare
legislative intent relating to the establishment of regional water planning agencies and the development of the California Water Investment Plan. The bill
would require the commission to administer the development and implementation of the California Water Investment Plan.

SB 710 (La Malfa R)

State Water Project

Existing law, the Byrne Act, authorizes the Governor to designate, and authorizes specified local government agencies to request designation as, impact
areas for purposes of receiving state financial assistance for certain local governmental services and facilities associated with the construction of state
water resources projects. This bill would authorize a county, in accordance with prescribed procedures, to prepare and adopt a county services impact
report containing, among other things, a description of the costs of county services, as defined, related to the operation of specified dams and reservoirs
as State Water Project facilities within the county. The bill would require the department to compensate the county for those costs by compensating the
county directly, by providing the county with specified services and facilities, or by contracting with the county or a service provider to provide the
services or facilities within the county.
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