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Rules and Guidelines for Activities of the California Water Commission

Statutory provisions for the appointment, compensation, and general activities of the California
Water Commission are found in sections of the California Water Code, sections of the
Government Code, the “Bagley-Keene Open Meeting Act” which is also part of the Government
Code, and in sections of the Code of Civil Procedure.

For the purpose of defining and clarifying the relationships, responsibilities, privileges, and
obligations of the members, the members of the Commission hereby adopt these
administrative rules and guidelines to be effective until changed by a majority vote of its
members or superseded by legislative enactment or judicial interpretation:

1. Commission Officers

a. Shall consist of a Chairperson and Vice Chairperson each of whom shall be
elected by a majority of the members to serve a one-year term to begin in
January.

b. The Chairperson shall have all the usual and customary authority and
prerogatives of a presiding officer in addition to such as are provided by statute.

C. The Vice Chairperson shall act in the absence or unavailability of the Chairperson

and, when so acting, shall have the same authority and prerogatives as the
Chairperson.

d. In the absence of both the Chairperson and Vice Chairperson from any meeting,
the members present, if constituting a quorum, shall elect a temporary
chairperson who shall preside at that meeting.

e. Should a vacancy occur in either office prior to the expiration of a term, a
successor will be selected by a majority vote to fill the unexpired term.

2. Meetings

a. Regular monthly meetings will be held on the third Wednesday of each month.
The Chairperson, with the consent of a majority of the commissioners, may
change the place, date and time of any meeting.

b. Special meetings may be called and held, for certain defined purposes, when
delay of such meeting to comply with the normal 10-day notice period would
impose a substantial hardship on the Commission or where immediate action is
required to protect the public interest, provided that at least a majority is
present. Notice of such special meeting shall be given consistent with the Bagley-
Keene Open meeting act at least 48 hours in advance. (Government Code
Section 11125.4)

c. Any regular or special meeting may be adjourned or postponed to a later date by
a majority of the members present.
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3. Committees

a. The Commission may form committees to consider specific matters and report
back to the full Commission.

b. Any member of the Commission, whether appointed to such committee or not,
is authorized to attend such proceedings and participate therein. Such
attendance shall be in performance of the member’s official duties.

c. Members shall be appointed annually to serve on committees at the time of the
election of the chair and vice chair

d. There are currently four committees:

State Water Project Review

This Committee conducts an annual review of the construction, operation and
maintenance of the State Water Project. The Commission submits the review annually
to the Legislature and the Department of Water Resources. The committee could also
receive input, hold hearings and make appropriate recommendations to the
Commission on other SWP issues, including the adoption of a resolution of necessity
before the Department of Water Resources could commence an eminent domain
proceeding or with regard to naming facilities.

Rules and Regulations

This committee meets as necessary to consider requests by Department of Water
Resources to approve regulations or take action on other significant issues. The
committee could also make recommendations on the Commission’s administrative and
operational matters.

Water Storage Projects

This committee investigates, receives public input, and makes recommendations to the
full Commission regarding the regulations on the public benefits of water storage
projects as required by SBX7-2, the Safe, Clean and Reliable Drinking Water Act. The
committee may also gather information on various proposed storage projects.

Federal Appropriations for California Water and Flood Control Projects

This committee considers information on matters of planning, construction and
operation of federal water development and flood control projects in California. As
part of its duties, the committee or its members may consult with federal and local
agencies and officials, and participate in conferences and hearings. The committee is
responsible for making recommendations to the full Commission, which advises the
Department and the Governor, and present its views to Congressional committees
hearing requests for appropriations for flood control projects. (WC § 12602, 12604.3)
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4. Compensation, Expenses
a. Members of the Commission shall receive compensation and reimbursement of

necessary expenses incurred as provided by law and the administrative
regulations of the State of California, when attending meetings of the
Commission or of any of its committees or when engaged in the performance of
their official duties.

These internal rules and guidelines can be changed on approval of a majority of the members of
the Commission.
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