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California —
WATER COMMISSION

Agenda Item: Informational briefing on State Water Project Current Issues and Challenges

Background
The State Water Project is the largest state-built and operated multipurpose water and power

system in the United States. The 701 miles of canals and pipelines provide drinking water for 25
million people and irrigation for 750,000 acres of farmland. The State Water Project also
provides power generation, year-round recreation, flood protection, and helps maintain Delta
water quality. California's history, landscape and economy have been shaped by water,
including the State Water Project.

Passage of the 1960 California Water Resources Development Bond Act authorized $1.75 billion
for construction of the SWP. Fifty years later, the Project faces some of its greatest challenges
— growing demands for water, aging infrastructure, environmental protection, job safety, and
the need to recruit, retain and properly compensate highly skilled employees to operate and
maintain the system.

Ralph Torres, Department of Water Resources Deputy Director for the State Water Project will
make an informational presentation on the State Water Project’s current issues and challenges.
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