
STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
CALIFORNIA NATURAL RESOURCES AGENCY 

CALIFORNIA WATER COMMISSION 

RESOLUTION NUMBER: 2026-01 

APPROVING AND AUTHORIZING CHANGE IN PROJECT TYPE FOR 
THE KERN FAN PROJECT 

WHEREAS, the Water Storage Investment Program ("WSIP") was created from the Water 
Quality, Supply, and Infrastructure Improvement Act of 2014 ("Proposition 1"), and further 
funded and refined by the Safe Drinking Water, Wildfire Prevention, Drought Preparedness, 
and Clean Air Bond Act of 2024 ("Proposition 4"); 

WHEREAS, Proposition 1 appropriated $2.7 billion to the California Water Commission 
("Commission") to invest in public benefits associated with water storage projects "that 
improve the operation of the state water system, are cost effective, and provide a net 
improvement in ecosystem and water quality conditions" (Water Code section 79750); 

WHEREAS, Proposition 4 provided an additional $75 million for projects under the WSIP and 
directed that "priority for these funds and any funds returned to the Commission shall be to 
support timely completion of existing approved projects by providing supplemental [funds] to 
reflect the increase in costs due to inflation ... and any increase in public benefits"; 

WHEREAS, on July 24, 2018, the Commission considered the funding amount requested by 
the applicant, Groundwater Banking Joint Powers Authority ("Applicant"), for its proposed 
project, the Kern Fan Groundwater Storage Project, also known as the Kern Fan Project 
("Project"); 

WHEREAS, the Applicant is a joint powers authority comprised of two member districts: the 
Irvine Ranch Water District and the Rosedale-Rio Bravo Water Storage District; 

WHEREAS, the Project is one of the five current WSIP projects and, as currently proposed, 
is a groundwater storage project and will be operated to provide emergency water supply 
benefits and ecosystem benefits; 

WHEREAS, the WSIP regulations, 23 CCR§ 6001(41), define a groundwater storage project 
as a designed project that captures, infiltrates, injects or recharges (direct or in-lieu) water 
supplies into a groundwater basin for later use or to avoid or address undesirable 
groundwater results. 

WHEREAS, the WSIP regulations, 23 CCR§ 6001(15), define a conjunctive use project as 
the coordinated and planned management of existing surface water and groundwater 
resources to maximize the efficient use of both resources. Conjunctive use projects may 
include development of new operational agreements and construction of appurtenant 
infrastructure. To be considered for a maximum project cost share exception, pursuant to 
Water Code section 79756(a), these projects shall use existing facilities and resources to the 
maximum extent practicable. Conjunctive use projects do not include those that meet the 
definition of groundwater storage projects; 

WHEREAS, at the time the Project was submitted for funding consideration, the Project was 
not intended to use existing facilities to the maximum extent practicable and was submitted to 
the WSIP as a groundwater storage project; 



WHEREAS, based on updated information provided by the Applicant, the design for the 
Project has been modified to construct appurtenant infrastructure that will make maximum 
use of existing conveyance, recharge, and recovery facilities at the Irvine Ranch Water 
District's and the Rosedale-Rio Bravo Water Storage District's existing banking projects that 
are already integrated into Rosedale-Rio Bravo Water Storage District's Conjunctive Use 
Project; 

WHEREAS, with a change in project type, the Project may be eligible for inareased WSIP 
funding if the Project's public benefits justify the increased amount and if uncommitted 
funding is available; 

WHEREAS, at the publicly noticed January 21, 2026, Commission meeting, the Applicant 
presented a request for changing the project type for the Project from a groundwater storage 
project to a conjunctive use project; and 

WHEREAS, at its January 21, 2026, Commission meeting, the Commission considered the 
Applicant's request, consistent with the WSIP statute and regulations. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Commission hereby approves and authorizes 
the request to change the project type for the Project from a groundwater storage project to a 
conjunctive use project; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Commission directs the Commission staff to undertake 
whatever actions necessary to carry out the Commission's approval. 

Signed: 

Fern Steiner, Chair Date 
California Water Commission 

ttest: 

Laura Jense , cutive Officer Date 
California Water Commission 
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