
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

   
 

   

  

  
 

   

 
 

 

From: Ben King 
To: California Water Commission 
Cc: Ben King 
Subject: Background For Public Comment California Water Commission Meeting May 15, 2024 - The Salt Pomo and Crystal 

Salt Mine Stories 
Date: Monday, May 13, 2024 4:20:34 PM 
Attachments: Excerpt From SA Barret 1908 Ethno-Geography of the Pomo and Neighboring Indians.pdf 

Some people who received this message don't often get email from bking@pacgoldag.com. Learn why this is 
important 

Dear Chairman Swanson, Executive Director Yun, and Fellow California Water Commission Board 
Members, 

As background for my public comment at the May 15, 2024 California Water Commission Meeting I 
would like to share the background of the Salt Pomo Tribe and some of the history regarding the 
presence of artesian saline springs in the Coast Range as a background for your consideration of 
water policy and water quality concerns for the Subbasins on the west side of the Sacramento 
Valley. 

I would urge you to visit the site of the Salt Pomo Tribe at www.saltpomo.org  which is the website 
of the Chh e ee Fokaa Band of Northeastern Pomo historically known as the Salt Pomo tribe. 

The presence of artesian salt water which was present in the numerous saltwater springs has been 
known since time immemorial and was the source of the salt trade of the Northeastern Pomo tribe 
known as the Pomo Salt Tribe.  The Salt Pomo tribe was located north of the present-day Stonyford 
and next to Snow Mountain.  The Salt Pomo gathered salt from the salt springs in the present-day 
Salt Springs Valley in southern Glenn County. .  Like most if not all the indigenous people’s history in 
California, the history of the Salt Pomo people is a tragic one but is important and interesting to 
know that this tribe were ancient salt traders and collected the natural salt springs in the area. See 
the Attached excerpt from the 1908 publication of “ The Ethno-Geography of the Pomo and 
Neighboring Indians”  by S.A. Barret.  The whole of the section regarding the Salt Pomo beginning on 
Page 239 is interesting but the reference to the salt deposits on Page 240 and the chemical results 
by a UC Berkeley Chemistry Professor on page 241 are very interesting from a hydro chemical 
perspective.  There is also a Map from the Appendix of the 1908 Report included in the Attachment. 

The history of the Salt Pomo people coincides with some of the earliest European settle history as 
detailed in John Bidwell’s autobiography describing the discovery of the salt lake at present day Sites 
in Colusa County.  In Justus Rogers History of Colusa County on Page 49 – Bidwell recounts: water 
so “..salty that neither ourselves nor our animals could drink it..”. ( Rogers Page 49) As referenced in 
the footnote of Page 49, this site which had become to be known as Salt Lake near the town of Sites 
became a commercial salt mine known as the Crystal Salt Company. 

The early success of the Crystal Salt Company was celebrated in the April 30, 1892, edition of the 
Colusa Sun newspaper had the following account of a picnic at the salt mine for the ladies of Colusa 
– here is the excerpt from the newspaper edition : 
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On Monday, the Directors of the Crystal Salt Company moved the principal 
place of business to Colusa. Wells are being sunk, vats built, and other work done to 
develop the business. The works are three miles north of Sites. Water will be pumped 
into a lake covering some 10 to 16 acres and drawn off into vats after it has become 
almost strong enough to begin to form salt. In addition to the employment of solar heat 
in making the salt, the natural gas that is found in great abundance will be used. The 
solar heat will be put in operation first. The supply of gas is inexhaustible as well as the 
supply of water from 15 to 40 per cent salt; the sea being only 3 per cent. The salt when 
made is some 3 per cent, purer than any other salt known to commerce. The bittern, or 
the water left after it has quit making salt, has from 20 to 30 grains of iodine to the 
gallon. This is stronger in iodine than any known water. The iodine is freed from the 
other substances by distillation and the natural gas will furnish the fuel for that. The 
outlook for the company is splendid. The Colusa and Lake railroad took the Directors of 
the company out on a special Monday morning, and returned in the evening, and 
Superintendent Harrington took occasion to extend a free excursion to the ladies. A 
number went out and took provisions for a picnic. Mr. Peter Peterson on whose farm the 
works are located, and Mr. J. P. Rathbun the company’s Superintendent, were on hand 
with conveyances and took most of the ladies over to the works, where a dinner was 
served which was enjoyed by all. The ladies request us to extend sincere thanks to 
Superintendent Harrington for the courtesy of the trip, and to Messrs. Peterson and 
Rathbun for the pleasure of the trip from Sites to the works. . The ladies were emphatic 
in praise of Peter Peterson Jr., who took so much pains to contribute to their pleasure. 










