Panelist Links and Resources:
Uninvited Guests
Protecting California from Invasive Species

Secretary Speaker Series
https://resources.ca.gov/About-Us/Secretary-Speaker-Series 

California Natural Resources Agency Secretary Wade Crowfoot
https://resources.ca.gov/About-Us/Secretary-Crowfoot

Wade Crowfoot, Secretary, California Natural Resources Agency

California Natural Resources Agency: https://resources.ca.gov

CNRA Who We Are: https://resources.ca.gov/About-Us/Who-We-Are

Wade Crowfoot serves as the California Natural Resource Agency Secretary, working to protect the unique environment and resources that are precious to the state. He graduated from the University of Wisconsin-Madison in 1996 with a BA in Political Science, then in 2004, he earned his MSc in both Public Policy and Environmental Policy from the London School of Economics and Political Science. Crowfoot started his extensive career in government climate affairs in 2008 when he was promoted from Director of Government Affairs to Director of Climate Protection Initiatives at the Mayor’s Office for the City and County of San Francisco. In 2009, he began working with the Environmental Defense Fund as the West Coast Political Director, where he did policy work related to climate, water, and oceans.  In 2011, under former Governor Edmund G. Brown, he began working with the Governor's Office, starting as Deputy Director at the Governor’s Office of Planning and Research, then shifting to Deputy Cabinet Secretary in 2013. In 2016, he moved his work to the Water Foundation, where he served as Chief Executive Officer. In 2019, Crowfoot was appointed CNRA’s Secretary by the Office of Governor Gavin Newsom, where he has served since. 


Dr. Jeff Dukes, Senior Staff Scientist, Division of Biosphere Science and Engineering, Carnegie Institution for Science

Carnegie Department Institution for Science: https://carnegiescience.edu
Bio: https://carnegiescience.edu/bio/dr-jeffrey-dukes 
Jeff Dukes has been a senior staff scientist in the Department of Global Ecology since 2022.  Previously, he was a professor at Purdue University, where he held the Belcher Chair for Environmental Sustainability in the College of Agriculture and directed the Purdue Climate Change Research Center.

Jeff Dukes’ research examines how plants and ecosystems respond to a changing environment, focusing on topics from invasive species to climate change. Much of his experimental work seeks to inform and improve climate models. Dukes received a Ph.D from Stanford University and a bachelor’s degree from Brown University, both in Biological Sciences. He has been elected a Fellow and named a Public Engagement Fellow of the American Association for the Advancement of Science, and he is a Fellow of the Ecological Society of America. As the director of the Purdue Climate Change Research Center, Dr. Dukes led the Indiana Climate Change Impacts Assessment.

The Dukes Lab @ The Carnegie Institution for Science: https://dukeslab.dge.carnegiescience.edu

The Dukes Lab studies how people are affecting Earth. Researchers in the lab study how ecosystems respond to environmental disruptions such as climate change and invasive species, and also conduct more basic research to better characterize how species and ecosystems work. 

Kristopher Jones, Ph.D., Assistant Manager, Division of Integrated Science and Engineering, California Department of Water Resources
California Department of Water Resources: https://water.ca.gov
Kristopher Jones is an Assistant Division Manager with the California Department of Water Resources (DWR), where he provides leadership and strategic guidance on environmental science, regulatory compliance, and State Water Project initiatives. He has more than 20 years of experience working on fisheries, aquatic ecosystems, and watershed issues in California, including extensive experience in the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta. Kris holds a BS in Biological Sciences from California State University, Sacramento, and a PhD in Zoology from the University of Oxford.
Kris joined DWR in 2013 and has served in scientific, executive advisory, and leadership roles, including supporting major Department initiatives related to water resources, environmental policy, and the Delta. In his current role, he works across DWR and the State Water Project to coordinate complex environmental, operational, and strategic issues. Kris currently serves as an Incident Commander for DWR’s Golden Mussel Incident Response, helping lead the Department’s coordinated response to the emerging threat golden mussels pose to State Water Project infrastructure and water supply reliability. His work includes coordinating across technical, operational, regulatory, and emergency management functions to assess risks, identify response strategies, and support informed decision-making as California responds to this emerging invasive species threat.
Report any mussels you find to the local marina or park ranger and to the CDFW hotline at (866) 440-9530 or email: invasives@wildlife.ca.gov.

What are Golden Mussels: Golden mussel (Limnoperna fortunei) is an invasive bivalve that ranges in color from dark brown to gold. It can reach up to 1 ¾ inches long. Adult mussels form byssal threads that enable them to attach to surfaces. Adult mussels spawn multiple times each year and have the potential to produce thousands of planktonic offspring, called veligers. 
Golden Mussel Fact Sheet: dfg  

DWR Invasive Mussel Mitigation
https://water.ca.gov/What-We-Do/Recreation/Mussel-Mitigation 

DWR’s Three-Pronged Strategy to Protect the State Water Project from Golden Mussels https://water.ca.gov/News/Blog/2026/Jul-2026/DWRs-Three-Pronged-Strategy-to-Protect-the-State-Water-Project-from-Golden-Mussels 

California’s Invaders: Golden Mussel - https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Invasives/Species/Golden-Mussel 

Sign Up for Golden Mussel Updates by Email
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Invasives/Subscribe

Tanya Meyer, Wildfire Resilience Program Manager & Weed Management Area Coordinator, 
https://yolorcd.org/
Tanya Meyer currently serves as the Wildfire Resilience Program Manager at the Yolo Resource Conservation District and Yolo County, where she has continued her extensive career in the restoration and protection of native plant communities from invasive weeds and species. Meyer is a graduate of the University of California, Davis, where she earned both a BS and an MS in Community and Regional Development. 

In 2006, she began her career as a Project Manager with the Yolo County Resource Conservation District, where she worked directly to improve wildlife habitats. Simultaneously in 2007, she became a Board Member for the California Invasive Plant Council. In 2010, she would move on from Project Manager and become an Invasive Plants Project Coordinator for the Bucktail Watershed Association, coordinating the control of invasive plants and restoration plantings. A year later, she would concurrently begin work as a Coordinator in the Sinnemahoning Invasive Plant Management Area, where she led a project to eradicate invasive plants in Pennsylvania. In 2016, she would move on from both positions to become the Wildfire Resilience Program Manager at Yolo Resource Conservation District and Yolo County, where she leads two projects: the arundo eradication and creek restoration of the Putah-Cache Watersheds and the coordination of the Yolo County Weed Management Area. She is also leading the creation of a county-wide Community Wildfire Protection Plan and coordinates the Yolo County Fire Safe Council. 


Helpful Links: 
Yolo County Weed Management Area page:
https://yolorcd.org/what-we-do/yolo-county-weed-management-area/

California Invasive Plant Council (Cal-IPC) Home Page:
https://www.cal-ipc.org/

Cal-IPC Invasive Plants A-Z:
https://www.cal-ipc.org/plants/profiles/ 

Cal-IPC Publications:
https://www.cal-ipc.org/resources/library/publications/ 

California Invasive Plant Council List of Invasive Plants: https://www.cal-ipc.org/plants/
Sapna Thottathil, PhD, Deputy Director, Sustainable Pest Management, California Department of Pesticide Regulation
https://www.cdpr.ca.gov
DPR Leadership Team: https://www.cdpr.ca.gov/about-dpr/#Leadership-Team
Sapna Elizabeth Thottathil works at the California Department of Pesticide Regulation as Deputy Director, where she has led the state in the collaboration and coordination of sustainable pest management. She attended the University of Chicago and earned a BA in Environmental Studies and International Studies in 2004, going on to study at the University of Oxford, where she earned an MSc in Environmental Management in 2006. She would then go on to study at the University of California, Berkeley, where she would earn her PhD in Geography in 2012. Her career quickly began after obtaining her BA, starting at the Environmental Protection Agency in the Office of Solid Waste as an Environmental Protection Specialist. In 2006, Thottathil began work as a Climate Researcher at the Tyndall Centre for Climate Change Research, where she stayed until the next year. 

From 2008 to 2010, Thottathil interned with the Union of Concerned Scientists, as well as the Physicians for Social Responsibility, and was able to create progress in the measurement of greenhouse gas emissions, report trends in energy use, and develop a greenhouse gas emissions calculator for hospital food services. In 2012, she started working for the Health Care Without Harm organization as a Senior Program Associate in Healthy Food in Health Care, where she stayed until 2015, when she started working as a Supply Chain Specialist for School Food Focus until 2017. In 2018, she started a career with the University of California as an Associate Director of Sustainability in the Office of the President before being promoted in 2022 to Managing Director at the Center for Climate, Health and Equity. While working as Associate Director of Sustainability, Thottathil would briefly work as an Environmental Studies Lecturer at San Francisco State University, teaching a class about global ecological crises. She would begin her work with the California Department of Pesticide Regulation as Deputy Director in 2024 after over 6 years with the University of California. Alongside her career and education, Thottathil has vast experience solely from volunteer work from 2010 until today, working with a number of diverse organizations such as the Women’s Environmental Network, the Oakland Food Policy Council, the Pesticide Action Network of North America, and more recently, Coastal Quest.

SPM and IPM Overview - Department of Pesticide Regulation: https://www.cdpr.ca.gov/spm-ipm-overview/ 

CURRENTLY-OPEN SPM grant solicitation: https://www.cdpr.ca.gov/spm-grants/spm-grants-program/ 

Sustainable Pest Management and the Roadmap for California: https://www.cdpr.ca.gov/wpcontent/uploads/2024/07/overview_spm_roadmap_ca

Accelerating a Transition to Sustainable Pest Management:
Pest management is critical to protecting California’s healthy food supply, the health of Californians and our environment, and the maintenance of our infrastructure.

As climate change and severe weather introduce new and increasing pest pressures, current tools become less effective at managing pests, and scientific studies identify significant impacts of high-risk pesticides that require increased restrictions on their use, California is focused on bringing safe, effective pest management tools to market faster.

Sustainable Pest Management (SPM) Advisory Committee: https://www.cdpr.ca.gov/ committees/sustainable-pest-management-spm-advisory-committee/

SPM and IPM Overview – Sign up for email updates: https://www.cdpr.ca.gov/spm-ipm-overview/#Sign-Up-for-Email-Updates 

California Department of Food and Agriculture Secretary Karen Ross
https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/SecretaryBio.html 
KAREN ROSS was appointed Secretary of the California Department of Food and Agriculture on January 9, 2019 by Governor Gavin Newsom. In re-appointing Secretary Ross, Governor Newsom cited her unmatched leadership experience in agricultural issues nationally, internationally, and here in California, in areas including environmental stewardship, climate change adaptation, and trade. Secretary Ross was initially appointed by Governor Edmund G. Brown Jr. in 2011.

Before joining CDFA, Secretary Ross was chief of staff for U.S. Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack, a position she accepted in 2009. Prior to that appointment, she served as 

CDFA - Invasive and Exotic Pests & Diseases - https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/invasives/ 

CDFA_Invasives_Booklet.pdf: https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/invasives/files/CDFA_Invasives_Booklet.pdf 

How to report a pest: https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/plant/reportapest/ 

CDFA PEST HOTLINE tel:1-800-491-1899

CDFW report an invasive species: https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Invasives/Report 

Invasive Species Council of California (ISCC): https://www.iscc.ca.gov

California Invasive Species Summit: https://events.humanitix.com/california-invasive-species-summit 
