Secretary Speaker Series 
Buckle Up - What’s the Wildfire Outlook for this Year? 
Readiness, Response, and Community Protection
 Tuesday, May 19, 2026 

Panelists: 
· Joe Tyler, Director and Fire Chief, CAL FIRE
· Lisa Lien-Mager, Deputy Secretary for Forest and Wildfire Resilience, CNRA
· Patrick Wright, Director, California Wildfire and Forest Resilience Task Force
· Lisa Worthington, Office Chief, Natural Resources Management, Caltrans

Secretary Speaker Series: https://resources.ca.gov/About-Us/Secretary-Speaker-Series 

California Natural Resources Agency Secretary Wade Crowfoot
https://resources.ca.gov/About-Us/Who-We-Are/Secretary-for-Natural-Resources 

Celebrate Asian American Pacific Islander Heritage Month with the CNRA https://resources.ca.gov/aapiheritagemonth 

Beneficial Fire Executive Order Governor Newsom: https://www.gov.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/Executive-Order-Beneficial-Fire.pdf 

Joe Tyler, Director, CAL FIRE
https://www.fire.ca.gov/about/executive-staff/profile-list/joe-tyler 
https://www.fire.ca.gov/ 
Chief Tyler began his career with CAL FIRE in 1990 as a Fire Fighter in the Shasta Trinity Unit. Since then, he has worked in the Riverside Unit, Amador El Dorado Unit, and Statewide Training Program in various operational classifications in Schedule A and Schedule B, including fire stations, training bureaus and programs, camps, safety programs, and as an Administrative Officer and Staff Chief. Prior to his appointment to Deputy Director, Chief Tyler served as the Assistant Deputy Director of Fire Protection with oversight of Law Enforcement/Civil Cost Recovery, Fire Protection Operations, Aviation Management, Tactical Air Operations, and Mobile Equipment. In addition to those programs referenced just prior, he now also oversees Training, Safety, Emergency Medical Services (EMS), Local/State/Federal Programs, and Hand Crew Programs.

California Water Watch (California Water Conditions): https://cww.water.ca.gov/ 

Prevention: https://www.fire.ca.gov/prevention 

Prepare: https://www.fire.ca.gov/prepare 

Fuels Reduction: https://www.fire.ca.gov/what-we-do/natural-resource-management/fuels-reduction 

Governor Newsom announces major hiring milestone with over 1,000 young adults entering the wildland firefighting force | Governor of California

Lisa Lien-Mager, Deputy Secretary for Forest and Wildfire Resilience
Lisa serves as Deputy Secretary for Forest and Wildfire Resilience, leading the Agency’s initiatives to improve the health of California’s forests and landscapes while building resilience to wildfire. She also serves as the Agency’s lead in implementing California’s Wildfire and Forest Resilience Action Plan and aligning policies, programs and investments to help achieve the Action Plan’s goals. Prior to being appointed to the role in September 2023, Lisa served as Senior Advisor for Strategic Communications at the Agency from 2021 to 2023 and as Deputy Secretary for Communications from 2017 to 2021. Before joining the Agency, Lisa served as Director of Communications for the Association of California Water Agencies for five years and held various other positions at that organization. She holds a bachelor's degree in journalism and Spanish from the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee and started her career as a reporter for the Milwaukee Sentinel.

Wildfire Project Streamlining: https://wildfiretaskforce.org/requests-to-suspend-state-statutes-and-regulations/ 

California’s Actions to Expand Beneficial Fire: https://wildfiretaskforce.org/swift-action-to-expand-beneficial-fire-statewide/ 

Patrick Wright, Director, California Wildfire and Forest Resilience Task Force
https://wildfiretaskforce.org/ 

Bio: Patrick Wright serves as the Director of the California Wildfire & Forest Resilience Task Force. This task force was established by Governor Gavin Newsom to address the critical challenge of preventing catastrophic wildfires. It brings together a coalition of resources to create healthier, more sustainable natural environments and enhance forest health. Wright has been actively involved in forest management and conservation, having previously served as the Acting Director of the Forest Management Task Force at the California Natural Resources Agency and as the Executive Director at the Tahoe Conservancy since 2006.

Treatment Dashboard: https://wildfiretaskforce.org/treatment-dashboard/ 

Join the June 5 Task Force meeting to learn about the 2026 Action Plan: https://wildfiretaskforce.org/meetings/ 

Sign up for the Task Force Monthly Newsletter: https://wildfiretaskforce.org/newsletter-signup/

Southern California Ignition Reduction Program: https://wildfiretaskforce.org/southern-california-ignition-reduction-program/ 

Lisa Worthington, Office Chief, Natural Resources Management, Caltrans 
https://dot.ca.gov/ 
https://dot.ca.gov/programs/maintenance/caltrans-emergency-services 
The Caltrans Vegetation Management Program (HQ and District positions) is a full-time program dedicated to natural resource management.  Caltrans is a responsible public landowner integrated at the watershed and regional scale with other local, state, and federal agencies combining strategic priorities to manage natural vegetation to support resilient natural resources, to prevent damage to roads, interference with visibility, and maintain clearance along emergency evacuation routes.  Additional critical program responsibilities include overseeing training, policy and guidance for hundreds of special Field Crews (Landscape with Irrigation, Trees, naturally-occurring Vegetation and use of Pesticides to manage noxious and invasive weeds and plants); leading GIS analysis, mapping and online applications for the Division of Maintenance, leading Environmental Stewardship and CEQA/NEPA compliance for the Division of Maintenance; and overseeing maintenance of over 600 public facilities, including Safety Roadside Rest Areas, Commercial Vehicle Enforcement Facilities, Park and Ride Lots, Vista Points and Agricultural Inspection Stations. 

Wildfire Fuels Reduction Work to Begin in Montara and Moss Beach Starting May 2026: https://dot.ca.gov/caltrans-near-me/district-4/d4-news/2026-04-03-san-mateo-wildfire-fuel-reduction 

Vegetation Management Projects & Partnerships: https://dot.ca.gov/caltrans-near-me/district-4/d4-projects/d4-vegetation-management-partnerships 

Interagency Partners Sign Charter to Reduce Wildfire Ignitions in Southern California - https://wildfiretaskforce.org/interagency-partners-sign-charter-to-reduce-wildfire-ignitions-in-southern-california/ 

Southern California Ignition Reduction Program (SCIRP) charter at the Southern California Geographic Area Coordination Center in Riverside. The charter marks the launch of a public-private partnership created to reduce human-caused wildfire ignitions, particularly along roadways where nearly two-thirds of Southern California wildfires begin
https://wildfiretaskforce.org/southern-california-ignition-reduction-program/ 


AAPI Trailblazers: Bold Leaders Advocating for the Environment
Panelists: 
- Allison Chin, Former President and Board Member, Sierra Club 
- Khydeeja Alam, Executive Director of California Commission on Asian and Pacific Islander American Affairs (CAPIAA) 
- Damon Nagami, Sr. Attorney and Senor Director of Equity, and Justice Initiatives with the Natural Resources Defense Council (NRDC) 
- Noaki Schwartz, Deputy Secretary for Equity and Environmental Justice, California Natural Resources Agency
Register to join: https://ca-water-gov.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Zn-8OqBFSQi8j2GmtEs_7A


