
2023 Storm Season Update 

1



2



3

Los Angeles County 

Flood Control District

Dual Mission to control and 

conserve stormwater: The 

District owns and operates a 

complex flood protection and 

water conservation system 

encompassing 2,758 square 

miles

• 14 major dams and reservoirs

491 miles of channels

3,400 miles of storm drains

97,466 catch basins

61 pump stations

189 debris basin

27 spreading grounds
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• Region received more than 15.3” of 

rainfall since October 2022.

• County captured more than 143K AF or 

46.6 billion gallons.

• 555 Rose Bowls

• Enough water for more than 1.1M people 

for one year.

Stormwater Capture



LACFCD DAMS



LACFCD SPREADING 
GROUNDS



Santa Anita Dam and Reservoir

October 2022
Sediment level El. 1,222 ft. 

January 2023
Sediment level El. 1,246 ft. 
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Oakglade Debris Cleanout

January 2023



• 14 major dams

• Climate Change causing weather whiplash and wildfires, filling our reservoirs 

with sediment, rocks, and debris—jeopardizing the water resiliency of the 

region.

• Due to Bobcat Fire, emergency projects at Cogswell and San Gabriel Dams 

underway at a cost of $225M and an emergency project at Santa Anita Dam 

is planned to start in March for $50M.

• 10-year Reservoir Restoration Program will remove 15 MCY of sediment at a 

cost of $550M. 

Reservoir Restoration
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Safe, Clean Water Program Stormwater Investment Plans 

(Regional Program Infrastructure Yrs 1 – 3)

Capture stormwater from 
over

222,000 acres

Provide an increase in 
total 24-hr storage 

capacity of

4,070 AF

Provide an increase in 
annual average 

stormwater capture of

56,915 AF

Leverage other funding in 
the approximate amount 

of

$542M

Invest in projects 
benefiting disadvantaged 

communities totaling

$530M

Are being implemented 
across

47 Municipalities
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SCWP Project Highlight  
Liberty Canyon Road Green Improvement Project



Water Supply
• 16 million gallons/year

Water Quality
• 203-acre drainage area
• 8.5 acre-feet capacity (this is 

appx. 4 Olympic size swimming 
pools)



• Safe Clean Water Program:

• Projects will capture another 56,900AF or 18.5 billion gallons a year

• Enough to serve 500,000 people for one year. 

• $1.2B investment with $530M going to Disadvantaged Communities. 

• Desire to implement more projects faster

• Dam and Spreading Ground Investment

• Restoring reservoir Capacity (sediment impacts)

• Modifying and enlarging

• County Water Plan:

• Over 200 water agencies in LA County

• Regional collaboration to increase resilience. 

• Examples: Pure Water, Tujunga and Pacoima Spreading Grounds, etc. 

Building Local Supplies
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Federal, State and Local Partnerships



Questions?
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