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Overview

• Key shifts for enhancing water resilience
o Rethink water demand
o Rethink water supply
o Rethink water management

• California’s water use and supply trends

• Untapped potential of California’s urban water supply

• Key takeaways
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Climate change requires fundamental changes in how 
we use and manage water.

• Climate change has 
worsened severe 
drought in the Western 
US.

• Droughts are longer, 
more severe, and more 
widespread.

Williams, Cook, Smerdon 2022 Nature Climate Change

The past 22 years in the Southwestern US 
have been the driest in 1,200 years.
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What is water resilience?

Water resilience is the ability of 
water systems to function so that 
nature and people - including 
those on the frontlines and 
disproportionately impacted -
thrive under shocks, stresses, and 
change.

Water 
Resilience

Water 
Security

Water 
Sustainability
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Key shifts needed to enhance water resilience

RETHINK WATER 
DEMAND

RETHINK WATER 
SUPPLY

RETHINK WATER 
MANAGEMENT
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Rethink Demand
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Rethink Supply
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Rethink Management
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California has experienced a dramatic decoupling of 
water use and growth.
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Recycled water use has tripled over the last 50 years.
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Water Supply Trends for the Metropolitan Water District of 
Southern California’s Service Area, 1976-2020
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Innovative urban strategies can reduce drought pressures 
and build long-term water resilience.
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Key Takeaways

• Climate change – marked by hotter and drier conditions and more 
intense droughts – means we must fundamentally change how we 
use and manage water.

• We must embrace resilience, including: 
o Prioritizing water conservation and efficiency to reduce water 

demand;
o Diversifying water supplies, including through water reuse and 

stormwater capture; and
o Shifting to more integrated management that values green 

infrastructure and relies on better data and planning.
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Thank you!

To learn more about the Pacific Institute’s work, please visit us 
at www.pacinst.org.

Water Resilience Issue Brief Untapped Potential of 
California’s Urban Water Supply

http://www.pacinst.org
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