
                  
 

                       
 

                                      
                                          

                                          
                   

 
                                      

                                      
                                              

                                          
                                           

                                                
                                         
                                       

                                
                                          

                         
 

                                         
                                          

 
 

                               
                                       

                                      
                                 

                                   
                                    
                                      

                                           
           

 
                     
   

Shoemaker, Brianna@DWR 

From: Leland Frayseth <leland.frayseth@gmail.com> 
Sent: Saturday, March 12, 2022 10:00 AM
To: Arthur, Samantha@CWC; Makler, Alexandre(Alex)@CWC; Curtin, Daniel@CWC; Alvarado, 

Teresa@CWC; Swanson, Matthew@CWC; Gallagher, Kimberly@CWC; Steiner, Fern@CWC; Solorio, 
Jose@CWC; California Water Commission; Shoemaker, Brianna@DWR; Young, Amy@DWR; Cambra, 
Paul@CWC; Yun, Joseph@DWR; Klopfenstein, Rachael@DeltaCouncil; Erreca, Erik@DeltaCouncil; 
John Cunningham; spalmer@zone7water.com; john@goldenstatesalmon.org; Bob Wright; Obegi, 
Doug; Rachel Murphy; Kennedy, Kellye J; Jennifer Allen; jciampa@lagerlof.com; rperea@lagerlof.com; 
Scott Anderson 

Subject: Los Vaqueros Reservoir Proforma Financial Model - Fool me Once 

Subject: Los Vaqueros Reservoir Proforma Financial Model ‐ Fool me Once 

Dear CWC Commissioners, Los Vaqueros Reservoir JPA Directors, Staff and the Public, 

This is my 47th letter to the California Water Commission (CWC). This month marks my 5th year submitting public 
comments to the CWC. I have watched videos of every CWC meeting and I have submitted over 3 dozen public records 
requests to agencies. Please embed this comment as a PDF link into the 16 March 2022 agenda under item 9 Water 
Storage Investment Program (WSIP) consideration of use of remaining funds. 

The climate has changed and business conditions have changed since passage of Proposition 1 by the voters. The people 
of California deserve real relief from the drought and none of the WSIP offstream reservoir projects will help. Los 
Vaqueros is the poster girl for offstream reservoir failure. It was sold to us 30 years ago on a lie to improve water 
quality. It has degraded my tap water quality. It has been poorly maintained. It took $5 million in electricity to pump 
water up to fill 6 years after the 160,000 acre‐feet dam raise and then it developed a longitudinal crest crack 5,000 acre 
feet below its design capacity. It has lost 11% of the water pumped up to it through seepage and evaporation. It is an 
algal bloom incubator. Gate 5 has been inoperable for 10 years. The dam toe drain outfall is buried in Kellogg 
Creek. The dam face is overgrown with vegetation and burrowing rodents. There is muddy water where it should not 
be after an earthquake. Off‐stream reservoirs are the poster girls for projects that make CWC Commissioners, 
management and staff look like they do not know what they are doing. Stop funding off stream reservoirs and ask the 
Joint Powers Authority (JPA) and local agency partners for our tax money back. 

California agriculture is 2.6% of GDP farmers and ranchers need to be escorted to the state line and sent to the 
Mississippi river basin where there is an abundance of water. We do not have water, it is not raining and snowing 
anymore. 

The following images document my experience asking for public records of Los Vaqueros Reservoir's Proforma Financial 
Model. This is a contract deliverable in the early funding agreement. I was told repeatedly the Los Vaqueros Expansion 
JPA only has a preliminary draft Proforma Financial model exempt from public release. That is a lie, their contractors, 
formerly with Lehman Brothers that cost US taxpayers $750 billion, presented the Proforma version 1 model to 
the Contra Costa Water District Board 5 December 2018. The takeaway in that presentation was that Los Vaqueros 
275,000 acre‐feet expansion is "Expensive." Troubled asset Los Vaqueros has no financial plan and a very long and 
growing longitudinal crack in the dam crest. The JPA wants the Feds to pay their annual off‐stream reservoir pumping 
power bill for San Joaquin wildlife refuges when the water should be left at no cost in the Sacramento river for salmon, 
steelhead and northern California wildlife. 

Thank you for reading my comments and studying the embedded images. 
Leland Frayseth 
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