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Overview

• Groundwater Sustainability Plans (GSPs)
• DWR’s Role in GSP Review
• Submittal and Posting GSPs
• Evaluation and Assessment
• Annual Reports
• Additional SGMA Assistance



A Groundwater Sustainability Plan  
is…
• A single plan -or- multiple plans coordinated 

pursuant to a coordination agreement…
• Covering the entire basin…
• Developed and implemented by a Groundwater 

Sustainability Agency (GSA)…
• To achieve the locally-defined sustainability 

goal.
• See Chapter 6 of SGMA and the GSP 

Emergency Regulations



GSP Content

1. Administrative Information
2. Basin Setting

i. Hydrogeologic Conceptual Model
ii. Groundwater Conditions
iii. Water Budget

3. Sustainable Management Criteria
4. Monitoring Network
5. Projects and Management Actions



Applicability and Timelines

• GSPs are required for all medium- and high-
priority groundwater basins, as designated by 
DWR

• GSPs must be adopted and submitted by:
– January 31, 2020 for critically-overdrafted basins
– January 31, 2022 for all other medium- and high-

priority basins



DWR Responsibilities

Chapter 10 of SGMA requires DWR to:
• Adopt regulations for evaluation and 

implementation of GSPs
• Receive GSPs
• Post GSPs to our website within 20 days and 

provide a public comment period
• Evaluate GSPs within two years
• Receive and evaluate alternatives
• Perform ongoing review of GSPs (at least 

every five years)



GSP Submittal and Evaluation 
Process

Joint DWR and State Water Board Fact Sheet
https://water.ca.gov/-/media/DWR-Website/Web-Pages/Programs/Groundwater-
Management/Sustainable-Groundwater-Management/Groundwater-Sustainability-
Plans/Files/GSP/SGMO_GSP-Overview_v12_FactSheet-a-y19 

https://water.ca.gov/-/media/DWR-Website/Web-Pages/Programs/Groundwater-Management/Sustainable-Groundwater-Management/Groundwater-Sustainability-Plans/Files/GSP/SGMO_GSP-Overview_v12_FactSheet-a-y19


Public View of Submitted GSPs
This screenshot is from our test site. Not real submittals.



Public Comments

This screenshot is from our test site. Not real submittals.



Annual Reports

• Annual reports are due April 1st each year after 
a GSP is adopted

• Annual Report Module of the GSP Reporting 
System - early March 2020

• Includes:
– Data and figures (e.g., groundwater elevation 

contour maps, hydrographs, change in storage 
maps)

– A written description of progress towards 
implementation of the GSP



Additional Assistance in 2020

• Increase in Outreach and Engagement Efforts:
– Educational Workshops 
– GSA Forums
– Groundwater Summit

• Purpose:
– Ensure Awareness of DWR and Other State 

Programs that Support SGMA Implementation
– Create a Venue for SGMA Practitioners to 

Exchange Ideas
– Discuss Nexus to Water Resilience Portfolio and 

Other Statewide Groundwater Policies



Questions?

• Direct your general SGMA questions to 
sgmps@water.ca.gov or your Regional Office 
Points of Contact (POC)

• Direct questions on the GSP Reporting System 
to GSPSubmittal@water.ca.gov

• Subscribe to DWR SGMP Email List: 
https://bit.ly/2HdRRGK

mailto:sgmps@water.ca.gov
mailto:GSPSubmittal@water.ca.gov
https://bit.ly/2HdRRGK
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